
Honors Chemistry 
Bremerton High School, 2014-2015 

Instructor: Mrs. McBride   E-mail: jessica.mcbride@bremertonschools.org 

(360) 473-0962 

 

 

Welcome to honors chemistry at Bremerton High School! I am excited to get to know all of you and get 

you excited about science.  This packet of information is very important, and I would like you and your 

parent(s)/guardian(s) to read through this information together. Please complete and sign the last page 

by Monday, September 8, 2014. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVE: 

This is a rigorous course intended to help prepare you for college level classes. This class will provide you 

with an understanding of chemistry concepts, and how they relate to the world around us. This class is 

laboratory intensive and will provide you with tools necessary to perform experiments, critically analyze 

data measured, and write a scientific lab report.   

 

MATERIALS: 

3 subject or 5 subject spiral notebook (1 will be provided by the teacher, if you lose it, you must buy a 

new one) 

Pencil, Pen, Eraser 

Scientific Calculator (optional, but HIGHLY recommended) 

Colored pencils (optional, but recommended) 

Glue stick and/tape (optional, but recommended) 

 

GRADING–  

Tests – 40% 

Quizzes – 20% 

Labs/Projects – 30%  

Skills for Success - Up to 10% of lab/project grades can be designated as leadership/performance skills 

 

YOU WILL BE EXPECTED TO FOLLOW THESE CLASS NORMS: 

1. Ask questions 

2. Engage fully 

3. Integrate new information 

4. Open your mind to diverse views 

5. Utilize what you learn 

 

*The rules of Bremerton High School as stated in the Student Handbook and the safety rules discussed in 

class will apply in this class. 

 

ATTENDANCE: It is especially important that you have excellent attendance in science classes.  If you 

tend to miss class frequently, it is likely that you will have a hard time keeping up with coursework.  

Often, there are demonstrations, discussions, or lab experiments that cannot be repeated. 

 

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check for missed work in the folders at the front of the room.  

It is also your responsibility to ask for help on the material that you missed.  If you miss school, you miss 

out! 

 

TARDIES: Do not be tardy to my class.  Arriving late to class is disruptive to the learning environment 

and disrespectful to your peers and the teacher. You will get a warning the first time you are tardy. For 

each tardy after your first you will be assigned a lunch detention.  Students with excessive tardies may 

have further consequences and parents will be notified. 

 

If you arrive to my classroom anytime after the bell rings it is your responsibility to write your 

name on the board.  This will ensure that I will change your absence in the attendance system 

to a tardy. 
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ELECTRONICS: Absolutely no electronic devices will be used in class unless specifically directed by the 

instructor. Non-directed use of electronic devices in class will result in the device being confiscated by the 

teacher and turned in to the main office.  Students can pick up the confiscated electronic device at the end 

of the school day. Repeated offenses will have more severe consequences. 

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Academic dishonesty is a behavior issue.  If a student is dishonest on his/her 

class work and/or an assessment that student will be referred to the administration for disciplinary action. 

The academic consequence for cheating and plagiarizing will be that a “zero” will be entered in the grade 

book to communicate lack of evidence of learning.  If the student later demonstrates proficiency on the 

standard, the zero will be changed to reflect that.  Alternate opportunity to demonstrate understanding, 

and replace the zero in the grade book, will only be provided to students upon request.  Make-up work for 

academic dishonesty must be completed within one calendar week of the student’s return from the 

associated discipline. 

 

Exam Re-takes:  I will allow you the opportunity to re-take an exam if you feel that you did poorly on 

your first attempt.  Re-takes will cover the same content as the original exam, but will not ask the same 

questions nor be in the same format.  In order for you to be eligible to take a re-take you must: 

 Complete an assigned re-learning opportunity.  This may be in the form of homework completion, 

additional homework, a tutorial, or extended-learning lab exercises. 

 Re-take the exam on the scheduled exam date as arranged with the teacher.  If you fail to show up 

for a re-take that you scheduled with me, you will forfeit your opportunity for that re-take. 

 

Summative work and homework deadlines: Late work will be accepted up to 5 weekdays past the due 

date.  After the 5 day “grace period” no late work will be accepted except under extreme circumstances as 

defined by the teacher.  

 The day that the work is due is considered as day 1. For example, if an assignment is due on 

Tuesday, that is day 1.  Monday would be the 5th weekday and therefore the final day that late 

work is accepted. 

 Work not handed in when the teacher collects the work is considered late. 

 Non-student days are still counted toward the 5 days if they fall within the 5 day late window.   

Penalty for late work: Work not handed in on the due date will have a 10% point deduction. 

 

Make-up of a missed lab activity: Students who miss a lab activity due to absence will have one 

opportunity to make up the lab as arranged by the teacher and student within one week of the original lab 

date.   

 

Make-up of a missed exam: Students who miss an exam due to absence will be scheduled to take the 

exam during class or after school within one week at the teacher’s discretion.  This may take place the day 

that the student returns to school if the exam was announced prior to the student being absent.   

 

 

PERSONAL BUSINESS: Please be sure that you take care of your restroom needs prior to class.  In 

addition, take care of personal business (i.e. office or counselor, seeing another teacher, etc.) before and 

after school and at lunch. 

 You may not use the restroom during the first or last ten minutes of class. 

 You may only use the restroom during independent study times. 

 You must ask for specific permission from the teacher to leave the classroom anytime. 

 You must sign out and back in on the pass log and take the appropriate pass with you. 

 Only one student is allowed to use the restroom at a time. 



BREMERTON HIGH SCHOOL                  SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

LAB SAFETY CONTRACT 
Please read the following VERY carefully. Be sure you understand all of the laboratory safety being discussed. Those 

outlined below are considered the most important, but are by no means the only lab safety rules. During pre-lab 

discussion, you will be made aware all specific safety rules that apply to the lab you will be performing. 

By signing this contract, you are stating that you will abide by all of lab rules and watch out for your safety as well as that 

of your fellow classmates. Remember that all lab work is done at my (the teacher’s) discretion. If I feel that a student is 

acting in an unsafe manner, they will be asked to sit in a desk and refrain from performing the lab. The student will be 

given an after school make-up date to for the lab when I am able to supervise them on a one-on-one basis. 

The laboratory is a safe place to experiment if you are careful. You must assume responsibility for the safety of yourself 

and those around you. The following are some safety rules to help guide you in protecting yourself and others from injury 

in the science laboratory.  

1. The lab is used for serious scientific work. Do NOT perform experiments that are unauthorized. ALWAYS obtain 

teacher permission. 

2. Study your lab procedure BEFORE you start the lab. If you are in doubt about any procedure, ask your teacher for 

help. 

3. Safety goggles MUST be worn at all times for all labs.  

4. Long hair MUST be tired back.  

5. Avoid wearing any clothing with loose sleeves as they may present a fire safety issue. 

6. Sandals and/or open toed shoes are NEVER permitted in the lab. 

7. Use the safety equipment provided to you. Know the location of the fire extinguisher, eye-wash, fire blanket and 

first aid kit. Your teacher will discuss how and when to use each of these items before any lab activity occurs in 

class. 

8. Report any accident, injury, or incorrect procedure to your teacher immediately. 

9. If you spill ANY CHEMICAL, wash it off immediately with large amounts of water, and be sure to report it to the 

teacher. 

10. NEVER TASTE ANY CHEMICAL SUBSTANCE! 

11. Smother fires with a wet towel and turn of the gas valves immediately. If clothing should catch fire, smother it 

with a fire blanket or stand under the lab safety shower.  

12. Handle chemicals carefully! Do not return any unused amount of chemicals to the original container. 

13. Keep combustible materials away from open flames (ex: paper, clothing, organic compounds such as rubbing 

alcohol, as well as groups 1 and 2 metals) unless specifically directed to do so by your teacher. 

14. Use a test tube when heating a substance, be careful to point the mouth of the test tube away from yourself and 

other individuals. 

15. Use caution and the proper equipment when handling hot glassware. COOL GLASS LOOKS THE SAME AS 

HOT GLASS! 

16. Place broken glass and solid substances in the designated containers. NEVER pick up broken glassware with your 

hands. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 

Email is my preferred method of contact. If either you or your parent needs to reach me quickly, I check my 

email regularly.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at Jessica.McBride@bremertonschools.org 

Please review this syllabus and safety contract with your parent or guardian.  Have him or her sign below and 

then return this page to Mrs. McBride ASAP.  The rest of the syllabus will become part of your notebook. 

 

I have read and understand the rules and regulations as outlined above and discussed in class. By my signature 

I agree to abide by the rules and regulations. 

 

 

Student (print): ____________________________   Parent (print): _______________________________ 

Student (sign): _____________________________  Parent (sign): ________________________________ 

Parent Contact Information: 

 

Email: ____________________________________________     Phone Number: ________________________ 
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